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REPORT 


OF  THE 

os? 


The  committee  on  education,  to  whom  so  much  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernor’s  message  as  relates  to  that  subject  was  referred,  report : 

That  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  all  the  provision  that 
has  been  made  by  law,  for  the  education  of  the  poor  in  this  state, 
falls  far  short  of  a  compliance  with  the  constitutional  injunc¬ 
tion,  that  “  the  legislature  shall,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may 
be,  provide  by  law  for  the  establishment  of  schools  throughout 
the  commonwealth,  in  such  manner  that  the  poor  may  be  taught 
gratis.”  The  wise  statesmen  who  framed  our  constitution, 
could  not,  your  committee  apprehend,  have  supposed  that  the 
legislature  would  adopt  a  plan  so  inefficient,  and  so  much  at  va¬ 
riance  with  the  letter,  if  not  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution, 
as  the  present  system  of  Pennsylvania  ;  and  it  is  to  be  lamented, 
that  a  law  which  had  scarcely  gone  into  operation,  when  it  was 
found  to  be  abortive,  or  nearly  so,  should  continue  to  hold  a  place 
in  our  statute  book  for  a  period  of  more  than  twenty  years. 
But  your  committee  are  not  disposed  to  scrutenize  the  measures 
of  their  predecessors,  in  relation  to  this  interesting  subject,  with 
severity.  Much  as  they  lament  so  unaccountable  a  delay,  in 
the  performance  of  a  duty,  so  imperatively  enjoined  by  the 
constitution,  they  cannot  believe  that  the  enlightened  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  people,  have  ever  been  insensible  of  its  magnitude, 
or  of  the  weight  of  the  responsibility  imposed  upon  them,  for  its 
execution.  The  journals  of  their  proceedings,  in  reference  to 
the  measure,  furnish  abundant  evidence  to  show,  that  they  have 
been  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  trust,  and 
that  their  efforts  to  fulfil  it,  although  unavailing,  have  been  un¬ 
ceasing.  The  deep  rooted  prejudice  of  many,  against  inovation, 
or  a  departure  from  long  established  usages ;  the  avarice  of 
some,  who  are  too  penurious  to  allow  their  own  offspring  the 
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advantages  of  education ;  the  ignorance  of  others ;  and  the  want 
of  a  public  fund,  the  only  foundation  on  which  a  system  of  com¬ 
mon  schools  can  permanently  rest,  are  among  the  causes  that 
have  exerted  the  greatest  influence  in  preventing  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  cause  of  education  in  Pennsylvania. 

Your  committee  have  not  the  vanity  to  suppose  they  could 
shed  any  new  light  upon  a  subject,  which  has  so  frequently  en¬ 
gaged  the  talents  and  attention  of  some  of  the  ablest  statesmen 
of  our  country,  and  which  has  been  so  repeatedly  and  anxiously 
recommended  and  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  the  legislature, 
by  our  present  chief  magistrate  and  his  predecessors,  and  by  me¬ 
morials  from  every  section  of  the  state. 

If  it  be  true,  that  the  happiness  of  the  people,  is  the  legitimate 
and  sole  end  of  the  government ;  that  their  attachment  to  the 
government,  is  its  best  security,  and  the  only  conservative  power 
we  can  resort  to  with  confidence,  to  protect  and  preserve  the 
liberties  of  our  country,  it  is  equally  true,  that  the  improvement 
of  their  moral  and  intellectual  condition,  by  a  general  diffusion 
of  knowledge,  would  more  successfully  and  effectually  promote 
the  attainment  of  these  ends,  than  any  other  measure  which 
could  be  presenteed  to  the  consideration  of  the  legislature. 

Of  all  the  numerous  adversaries  of  civil  liberty,  ignorance  is 
the  most  formidable.  Through  its  aid  and  influence,  tyrants 
and  demagogues  were  enabled  to  subvert  the  liberties  of  all  the 
ancient  republics. 

Many  years  have  elapsed,  since  the  patriots  ol  South  America 
unfurled  the  banner  of  rebellion — since  they  were  enabled  to 
rouse  the  redeeming  spirit  of  revolution  into  active  operation ; 
but  owing  to  the  extreme  ignorance  and  moral  degradation  of 
much  the  largest  portion  of  the  population,  many  more  must 
elapse,  before  they  can  be  a  free,  prosperous  and  happy  people. 
Ignorance  presents  a  formidable  barrier  against  the  progress  of 
civilization,  of  religion,  and  of  morality.  It  promotes  vice,  idleness, 
poverty,  and  pauperism.  In  fine,  it  is  the  polluted  and  prolific 
source  from  which  nearly  all  the  miseries  of  mankind  emanate. 

If  then,  the  correctness  of  the  foregoing  observations  be  ad¬ 
mitted,  what  an  impressive  lesson  do  they  present  to  us.  What 
stronger  motives,  your  committee  would  ask,  can  we  have,  to 
press  forward  in  the  cause  of  education,  with  unremitting  zeal 
and  perseverance  ?  What  stronger  inducements  can  we  have, 
to  labor  unceasingly  and  diligently  in  the  cause,  until  we  tri¬ 
umph  ever  every  obstacle  that  may  present,  to  prevent  the  ac¬ 
complishment  of  an  end,  in  which  the  happiness  and  prosperity 
of  the  rising  generation,  and  of  generations  to  come,  are  so  deep¬ 
ly  involved  ? 
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The  decided  superiority  of  the  laboring  poor  of  other  states, 
in  which  successful  experiments  have  been  made,  over  the  same 
class  in  Pennsylvania,  should  be  sufficient  to  stimulate  us  to  the 
performance  of  this  duty.  It  is  a  moral  duty,  imposed  upon  us 
by  the  author  and  dispenser  of  all  good.  “  It  is  the  first  of  our 
political  duties ;  we  owe  it  to  our  principles,  to  our  institutions, 
to  our  posterity,  and  to  mankind.” 

But  although  your  committee  are  aware,  that  one  of  the  first 
and  most  important  duties  enjoined  on  the  legislature,  is  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  education  of  the  poor,  and  are  duly  impressed  with 
the  necessity  for  prompt  and  efficient  legislation  upon  the  sub¬ 
ject,  they  feel  constrained,  reluctantly,  to  yield  to  the  convic¬ 
tion,  that  the  present  is  not  a  propitious  time  to  introduce  a  sys¬ 
tem,  differing  materially  in  its  provisions  from  the  one  now  in 
operation. 

Owing  to  the  fears  too  generally  entertained,  that  an  onorous 
system  of  taxation  must  be  resorted  to,  to  pay  the  debts  contract¬ 
ed  by  the  state,  in  the  construction  of  her  canals,  rail  roads,  and 
other  public  works,  any  plan  your  committee  could  mature,  re¬ 
quiring  the  imposition  of  additional  taxes,  for  its  support,  would, 
it  is  believed,  meet  sufficient  opposition,  to  render  it  abortive. 
They  are  also  of  opinion,  that  the  time  will  not  arrive  very  soon, 
when  any  system  of  common  school  education,  that  must  derive 
the  means  of  supporting  it,  from  taxation  alone,  can  be  carried 
into  successful  operation. 

To  secure  the  prosperity  and  permanent  establishment  of 
schools  throughout  the  commonwealth,  in  the  manner  indicated 
by  the  terms  of  the  constitution,  the  aid  of  a  productive  school 
fund,  is  deemed  indispensably  necessary. 

The  want  of  this  aid,  your  committee  believe,  was  the  chief 
cause  of  the  rejection  and  failure  of  the  act  of  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty-four,  and  of  the  opposition  to  all  the  schemes  that 
have  since  been  matured,  and  recommended  for  legislative  action. 

It  is  the  prop  which  sustains  the  systems  of  New  York  and 
Conecticut,  and  the  stay  which  must  support  any  system  of  com¬ 
mon  schools  that  our  successors  may  adopt. 

Impressed,  no  doubt,  with  this  conviction,  the  legislature,  at 
their  last  session,  passed  an  act,  providing  the  means  for  raising 
a  fund,  the  interest  of  which,  when  it  shall  have  amounted  to  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  is  to  be  “  distributed  and  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  support  of  common  schools,  throughout  the  common¬ 
wealth,  in  such  manner  as  may  hereafter  be  provided  by  law.” 

Your  committee  cherish  a  hope,  that  the  time  will  soon  arrive, 
when  the  fund  will  be  sufficient  to  warrant  the  distribution  of 


6 


that  sum,  and  that  the  period  is  not  very  remote,  when  it  will 
yield  a  sum  sufficient  to  secure  the  introduction  and  permanent 
support  of  any  efficient  system  their  successors  may  adopt. 

Your  committee  are  aware,  that  the  duty  of  projecting  and 
perfecting  a  system,  that  will  be  adequate  to  the  wants  and 
wishes  of  the  people,  will  be  difficult  and  embarrassing,  without 
the  aid  of  other  and  more  valuable  information  upon  the  subject 
than  the  present  legislature  is  possessed  of. 

In  order  therefore,  that  their  successors,  upon  whom  that  duty 
may  devolve,  may  be  furnished  with  all  the  useful  information 
that  can  be  obtained,  your  committee  would  respectfully  recom¬ 
mend  the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  resolutions : 

Resolved ,  By  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly  met,  That 
the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  appoint  three 
commissioners,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  to  collect  all  the  informa¬ 
tion,  and  possess  themselves  of  all  the  facts,  relating  to  the  subject 
of  education,  that  can  be  obtained  from  any  quarter,  and  to 
embody  the  same,  with  such  remarks  and  suggestions  as  they 
may  think  proper  to  make,  in  a  report,  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
next  legislature. 

Resolved ,  By  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  accounts  of  the 
commissioners  appointed  under  the  foregoing  resolution,  for  ex¬ 
penses  necessarily  incurred  in. the  discharge  of  their  duties,  shall 
be  settled  and  allowed  by  the  Auditor  General,  and  paid  by  the 
State  Treasurer. 
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